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able valour crossed the Western Ghats (Sahya)1 through the Palgliat gap be-
tween the Malaya (Cardamom Hills) and the Dardura2 (Nilgiri Hills) mountains,
the wonted way of the armies crossing from the eastern to the western coast.3

Pandyas

There is another reference to these Paiidyas in the 'KaghiiMma. VI 59-65,
Their capital is said to be Uragapura.4 Vaidya thinks that it was the Pandya
capital Uragapura of the time of Karikala Cola and earlier, for it was in the first
century A.D. that Karikala Cola overthrew the supremacy of the Pandyas and
made Kaveripattanam his capital neglecting Uraiyur. Therefore Vaidya thinks
that this Uragapura really refers to Uraiyur of the Pandyas prior to their over-
throw by Karikala Cola, and consequently he places Kalidasa in the ist century
B.C.5. But this argument is hardly tenable, because of the following points*
The time of Karikala Cola itself * is not yet settled. Then there is another
point. We know that the Pandya power was re-established at Madura in the
third century A.D. by Selyan or Nedun Selni Pandyo6 when the best Tamil
poets flourished. Of the two references7 to the Pandyas, the first is made when
they were supposed yet unassailable8 but the second one alludes to them in a
general way.9 In the first case they were defeated and reinstated by Raghu
when they paid tribute. But in the second reference they reappear during the
time of one of his successors although with no particular importance attaching
to them. Is it possible that the poet may be hinting at the Pandyas'
twice appearance on the scene of the south, once prior to their overthrow
by Karikala, re-placed in the story by Raghu, and next posterior
to their rc-establishmet in the third century? We must bear in mind the
fact that they flourished again in the south from the third century
down to the fifth when they were again overthrown by the Pallavas. And Kali-
dasa, therefore, must have their reappearance in mind when he speaks of them
in the second instance with their capital at Uragapura. This Uragapura may
have been Madura itself for the Tamil name of Madura is Alavay,10 snake, ttraga.
Mallinatha's identification of this capital of the Pandyas with Nagapura on the river
Kanyakubja11 (Colcioon), which is evidently Nagapatam standing on that river,
is nothing but the outcome of a lure for the hunt of a synonym of Uragapura.
The Pandya country was in the extreme south of India lying to the south-west of
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